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Genotoxicity:  The quality of being damaging to genetic material.
Hyperplasia: An increase in the number of cells in a tissue or organ.
Incidence: The number of new cases of a disease expressed as a rate,
i.e., the number of new cases of a disease occurring in a given
population during a specific period, divided by the total number of
persons at risk of developing the disease during that same period.
Initiator: An external stimulus or agent that produces a cell that
can become malignant under certain conditions.  Initiation events may
be mutational changes in a cell's genetic material, where the change
Is initially unexpressed and causes no detectable alteration in the
cell's growth pattern. The change is considered to be irreversible.
Latency or latent period: The interval between the first exposure
to a carcinogenic stimulus and the appearance of a clinically
diagnosable tumor. For a disease like cancer, which usually
involves a sequence of steps over a long period, the term
"latent period" may be ambiguous.
Leukemia: Cancers of the blood-forming organs, characterized by
abnormal proliferation and development of leukocytes (white
blood cells) and their precursors in the blood, lymph, bone
marrow, and lymph glands.
Lifestyle factors: Identifiable and quantifiable parameters of living
(e.g., diet, smoking, drinking, hobbies) that are useful In
distinguishing population groups for epldemiological studies.
Lymphoma: A cancer of cells of the immune system (e.g., lymphocytes),
where the tumor is confined to lymph glands and related tissues,
such as the spleen.
Malignant tumor: A tumor with the potential for Invading neighboring
tissue and/or metastasizing to distant body sites, or one that has
already done so.
Melanoma: Malignant melanoma is a cancer of the cells that produce the
pigment melanin.
Menarche: The age at which menstruation begins.
Metaplasia: The abnormal transformation of an adult (mature), fully
differentiated tissue of one kind into differentiated tissue of
another kind.
Metastasis : The spread of a malignancy to distant body sites by cancer
cells transported in blood or lymph circulation.

